The Yu-no-Oku Museum of Gold Mining History,
in the Heart of the Kai Gold Country

The Yu-no-Oku gold fields are located at the source of the Shimobe River on the
slope of Mt. Kenashi (1964 meters above sea level), which stands among a range of
mountains to the west of the foot of Mt. Fuji. It was in April of 1997 that the
Yu-no-Oku Museum of Gold Mining History was established in order to preserve this
historical site and exhibit its artifacts to the public. Gold was mined there beginning
in medieval times and continued up to the eighteenth century. At the height of its
production, the ore mined there boasted high gold contents ranging from tens to
hundred of grams per ton. It can be surmised that the gold from Yu-no-Oku was
used to mint the Koshu gold pieces that were first used as a means of exchange in
the domain of warlord Takeda Shingen during the sixteenth century and constituted
Japan’s first bullion coin marked with the value (weight) of the gold it contained.

The Yu-no-Oku gold fields consisted of three mines, at Nakayama, Uchiyama and
Kayagoya, respectively. In order to reconstruct the oral and written history about
the mines, a comprehensive survey of the Nakayama site was conducted over three
years beginning in 1989 on the slope around the 1650 meter level of Mt. Kenashi,
revealing 124 terraces, 77 open ditches and 16 mine shafts. In addition, over 300
grinders and many mining tools were excavated from the site.

The Museum of Gold Mining History, which is located in the famous spa resort of
Shimobe in Yamanashi Prefecture, consists of a movie theater, diorama model of the
site, archive-artifact exhibition hall and a do-it-yourself gold panning facility. The
exhibits have been designed with the cooperation of experts from such fields as
archeology, history, folklore, geography, geo-physiology and mining technology.
The Museum has also begun cataloging source materials on Koshu gold pieces,
beginning with the Okuyama Collection, one of the most comprehensive sources on
the subject and the history of Japanese currency in general, documenting its history
from the Muromachi through the Tokugawa period.

Through such activities the Museum has become not only a cultural tourism
atiraction, but also an organization promoting the study and preservation of the

historic mining site.
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The Yu-no-Oku Museum of Gold Mining History
T409-2947 N REEERSIER L2 F1787E M5
@0556-36-0015 EN0556-36-0003
409-2947 1787 Uenotaira MinobuTown, Yamanashi Pref. Japan
E-mail: yunoking@town.minobulgjp  https://www.town.minobu.lg,jp/kinzan/
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